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Harbord Village Residents’ Association 
Minutes of meeting Tuesday, 19 April 
Kensington Gardens. 
 
Meeting commenced 7:10 p.m. (there was some confusion as to which room was 
being used for the meeting) 
Adjourned at 9 p.m. 
 
In attendance: Rory Gus Sinclair, chair, Jane Widerman Auster (acting as 
secretary), Sue Dexter, Gord Brown, Susan Pfeiffer, David Booz, Kaye 
McCormack, Margaret Beare, Michael Heydon 
 
Regrets: Robert Stambula (who was running the London Marathon), Richard 
Gilbert, Tim Grant, Richard Longley, Maria Perin 
 
Guests: Bill O’Neill of Kensington Gardens and Julian Kitchen regarding 
neighbourhood HCDs 
 
Agenda approved as presented. 
 
Approval of minutes from March 15, 2005 tabled to next board meeting. 
 
Bill O’Neill presented an update of activities pertaining to Kensington Gardens 
(KG). 
 
a. Invited residents to join the Toronto Challenge fundraiser (5K run or walk) to 
benefit KG. 
 
b. On June 18 there will an Open House as part of the Open Doors initiative 
supported by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs. KG wants to do a street fair to 
coincide with the Open House. Bill will distribute materials on this via Gus. 
 
Gord suggested tying this event with the official ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
new and improved College Street. 
 
c. KG is undergoing its official accreditation process, which involves showing 
linkages to the community. Bill asked HVRA to be part of the accreditation 
process. There will be a couple meetings, including a Q&A session, leading up to 
the actual accreditation. Board agreed to help. 
 
Gord raised two points re KG: 
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a. The original plan for the complex called for one-way traffic patterns, up Major, 
over, and down Brunswick. Many people, though, are traveling the wrong way 
on the one-way streets. 
 
b. The original plan for KG, east and west sides of Phase 3, showed decorative 
fencing set back from the street. What is the status? 
 
Bill commented that there has been a problem with irresponsible dog owners 
who do not pick up after their pets. Bill says he’s a bit hesitant to recommend 
the fencing because some locals use the lawn. While the fencing item is still part 
of the plan, he has no answer as yet whether we will ever see the wrought iron. 
 
Julian Kitchen presented a proposal to create an HCD committee with himself 
as convenor. 
 
Sue D. moved and Gord B. seconded a motion thanking Richard Longley for 
initiating the HCD process in the first place. 
 
Other points: 
 
a. The HCD manual will include regular updates. 
b. Julian has been asked to chair the new HCD committee. 
He wrote and submitted in advance the terms of reference for the new 
committee. Ideally, there should be two other members on the committee, 
representing Wilcox and Brunswick. The committee should number no more than 
five total. 
 
Gus suggested Robert St. as the next candidate to become an HCD. 
 
Julian has a couple reservations: 
 
- some residents, the so-called “free enterprisers,” are concerned re their 
property values. 
- there’s a need to convene a public meeting to discuss HCDs. 
 
Robert St., either from College to Harbord or the entire street, is still considered 
the best candidate. There are 6-10 houses worthy of designation. 
 
Motion by Gord, seconded by Margaret to elect Julian as convenor. Unanimous. 
Motion by Margaret, seconded by Susan to accept the terms of reference as 
drafted by Julian. Unanimous. 
 
There was some discussion of the role of this new committee and whether it 
should act in a manner similar to that of the Institutional Liaison. Discussion was 
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too spirited to confine to the meeting, and the board agreed to continue 
discussion via email. 
 
I. Committee Reports 
 
a. Community Events 
 
Spring AGM, set for May 17. First hour for business, second hour for speakers on 
our theme, Beautification or Uglification. 
 
b. Institutional Liaison. 
Sue Dexter reported on a Zoology addition at the U of T. A number of addresses 
are permitted 3X zoning, so there could be quite a few developments. With 
Zoology, five trees were removed (a Norway maple, beech, Kentucky coffee tree 
among them). Z wanted to remove four more to make way for the trailer, but 
Helen Coombs objected. There will be 15 new trees to replace the five, which 
have been removed. The new development will be a five-storey addition 
between Sid Smith and the current Zoology building. No approvals were needed, 
since this is an as of right. The addition is paid for by government funding, 
meaning the work crew have to get their spades in the ground by a certain date 
or lose their $$$. 
 
c. College Street 
 
Community Council endorsed the patios plan, though it will take some time to 
draft the bylaw, which is expected to be ready in June. Businesses are beginning 
to put their patios back. Sadly, some are quite hideous. The patios plan has been 
covered by the Annex Guardian, and the Town Crier is next. 
 
There was also approval at CC of the pilot project for vending box cleanup. 
There will consolidation of all newspaper boxes, probably in front of the strip 
mall on the south side of the street. 
 
On May 7, there will be walkabout with the Pedestrian Committee and Feet on 
the Street. The theme will be: yeah, we’re pedestrians, so why is everyone 
walking all over us? 
 
d. Planning, Development and Compliance 
 
The Planning Committee undertook an inventory of Harbord Village properties. 
The north half is nearly complete. Gus is trying to convince Kurt Oliver to track 
the results on an Excel spreadsheet. 
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Sue D. attended a meeting with City of To. Planning Dept. There was talk of a 
public meeting in April (won’t happen) and some talk about embedding the 
ultimate planning report on our area in a bylaw. Sue spent time with the City’s 
heritage person and discussed Robert Street, among other topics. 
 
e. Environment  
 
April 23 was set as our local cleanup day, with Linda Yermanian as 
coordinator. Mayor Miller was to visit with cleaners at 1 p.m. at Margaret Fairley 
Park as part of his cleanup efforts. 
 
Re tree planting: Gus and Tim have interviewed three candidates to do the 
summer tree audit. The frontrunner is a forestry-trained woman who’s conducted 
this type of audit before. 
 
f. Communications 
 
The newsletter is complete and ready for distribution. Apologies, newsletter 
includes a listing of last year’s board. 
 
Mark Treleaven has met with the web designer re HVRA’s new site. Suzanne 
Dubeau will be taking over administration of the site once it’s up and running. 
 
g. Community Awards 
 
Who will take over/on this committee? Perhaps Margaret? 
 
h. New Business 
 
1. The future of St. Stephen in the Field. JWAuster ran into a concerned 
parishioner handing out flyers re the parlous financial state of the church, which 
members fear is going to be sold to developers, with inevitable results. 
 
Gord is going to email the address listed on the flyer (mail@cogentbenger.com) 
as part of his College St. mandate. 
 
2. Gord presented his quarterly Treasurer Update, which he had distributed via 
email in advance. 
 
3. David Booz commented that the Green P lot on Lippincott has recently 
converted from a staffed booth to pay booths and wonders if there are any 
repercussions. 
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