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 Harbord Village Residents’ Association Board Meeting 

Tuesday March 21, 2023 7:00– 9:00 pm 

by Zoom call 

APPROVED MINUTES 

Attendees:  Elizabeth Chen, Kerry Clare, Sue Dexter, Anne Fleming, Michael Jara, Tania Lewis, 

Susan McDonald, Cathy Merkley, Lena Mortensen, Christian Mueller, Jane Perdue, Gus Sinclair, 

Robert Stambula.  

Regrets: Karen Laurence, Jody Salomon 

Special Guests: John McGrath, Jim Lewis, Tim Grant, Councillor Dianne Saxe, Holli Butrimas 

(Saxe assistant) 

1. Chair’s welcome: 7:03pm 

 

2. Approval of Agenda:  Moved by Gus Sinclair, seconded by Elizabeth.  Passed. 

 

3. Approval of the February 21st, 2023, Board Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Bob Stambula to 

approve the February minutes, seconded by Elizabeth.  Passed. 

 

4. Trinity-St Paul’s: John McGrath introduced Jim Lewis who presented to the board.  Jim 

discussed the path moving forward for the Church (TSP); they believe that the path to 

being relevant within the community is through community building and evolving a role 

as being a community hub.  TSP has been an anchor in the community for 134 years. In 

2017, 10K people passed through TSP each month.  Post-Covid, that flow is starting 

again. Being a community hub carries forward the tradition, while leveraging the 

building and location in the neighbourhood.  A future directions group looked towards a 

new vision for the next 134 years. The new vision:  Trinity-St Paul’s retains ownership of 

a renovated building and TSP continues to grow and sustain a vital congregation which is 

centred around Trinity-St Paul’s 3 pillars: Faith, Justice and The Arts.  Several challenges 

(mostly physical plant) face TSP moving forward.  Jim discussed the outline of current 

first steps that TSP is taking towards establishing a foundation for the future of TSP 

within the community.  Some of the HVRA board members and Councillor Saxe offered 

suggestions and support for the future of the church, particularly around environmental 

retrofitting. [see presentation appended] 
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5. Business Arising from Past Minutes:  

 

5.1  Coldest Night of the Year Drive: Kerry gave an update on the Foodbank fundraiser – 
HV teams were in the top 3! Over $17,000 was raised between the Harbord Village 
north and south teams. 

5.2  Boulevard Project: Bob outlined the HVRA Boulevards Pilot Project proposal which 
can support additional tree canopy. The goal is to add a treed 1.4m boulevard to 
streets using available road allowance without changing other elements like 
sidewalks or yards. Bob showed us a Kensington Market City redesign example, 
showed HVRA candidate road widths as well as cross-sections of sample designs 
with existing street widths. City of Toronto Forestry is very supportive and Urban 
Planning has been consulted.  
MOTION: Bob moved that Councillor Saxe advance the HVRA Boulevards Pilot 
Proposal for new boulevards/trees in Harbord Village.  Seconded by Gus. A 
discussion ensued and a vote was taken. The Motion Passed. 
[see presentation appended] 
  

6. New Business:  

6.1 Net Zero Community Network launch: Tim discussed the new Net Zero 

Neighbourhoods Facebook page and the sharing of Net Zero information with other 

RAs. NZ was approached by Café in Ottawa (12 RAs) regarding the uptake of the 

Induction Stove and heat pump discounts and promoting them in Ottawa (and in 

Guelph).  Tim noted that the Facebook page is the most effective way to communicate 

with other associations with interest in NZ as not all have web sites.  The name “Net 

Zero Neighbourhoods – HVRA” invites inquiries from outside HVRA and does not limit 

information flow to within HVRA. 

 

6.2 Planning: Prior to the meeting, Sue circulated a letter which is for TEYCC and 

summarized the letter to the board. [see letter appended] 

 

6.3 Proposed Budget 2023-24: The Treasurer Lena presented the 2022 Financial 

Statements and ’23-’24 budget to the board. Revenues and expenditures are slowly 

climbing back to pre-2020 levels.  For example, future Fall Fair revenues may increase 

and will contribute to break even in the future overall. 

Motion: Lena moved that the board approve the 2022 Financial Statements and the 

proposed Budget ’23-’24, seconded by Cathy. Passed 

 

6.4 Spring Newsletter: Anne Kerekes will be following up on article requests so please 

respond and keep her updated as to the status of Newsletter items. 
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6.5 Spring Clean Up: Kerry reported Spring cleanup will be similar to last year. Cleanup is 

on Earth Day April 22, 2023.  See everyone there! 

 

6.6 Spring GM – date and speaker: Dates are somewhat contingent on Councillor 

availability etc.  Keep it as Tuesday, therefore Tuesday May 16th is the proposal.  Speaker 

and topic for Spring GM to be confirmed at a future meeting. 

 

6.7 Community Builder Awards: News from Gus – he has some ideas, having had 

suggestions from others for award recipients. To be determined whether announced at 

Spring or Fall GM. 

 

7. Committee and Area Rep Reports:  Acknowledgement of receipt only unless action or 

discussion is required.  

 

8. Other Business: Membership fees coming due: FoSTRA and Federation of Urban 

Neighbourhoods are asking for renewal fees.  Motion: Gus motioned to approve $80 for 

these membership fees, seconded by Jane.  Passed. 

 

9. Adjournment:  Gus motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Christian.  Passed 

and meeting adjourned at 9:01 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Cathy Merkley, in the absence of Karen Laurence, Secretary, 2022 – 2023 
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APPENDICIES 

 

1. Trinity-St. Paul’s Redevelopment Presentation 

2. Boulevard Project Slides 

3. Boulevard Project Background 

4. TEYCC letter 







Faith

A VITAL AND DYNAMIC ANCHOR OF THE COMMUNITY FOR 134 YEARS
The Three Pillars of Trinity-St.Paul’s

Justice Arts
Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra

The Toronto Consort

Viva Singers Toronto

Culture Days Festival

Dance Classes (Salsa, Waltz, Ballet, 
Swing, etc)

Music Lessons

Karate, Judo, Capoeira Classes

Trinity-St.Paul’s United Church

Bathurst St. United Church

Congregation Shir Libeynu

Newcomer Kitchen

Generator TO

Alcoholics Anonymous

Other 12-Step Groups

Sparks / Girl Guides

Climate Justice

Indigenous Rights

Anti-Racism

LGBTQ2+ Rights



TRINITY-ST.PAUL’S 2023

Reimagining and growing TSP’s mission and presence

• Post pandemic challenges
• Congregation a minimal building user but responsible for 100% of costs 

Historic and ageing building

• Heating system at end of life
• Roof, windows and masonry in need of repair
• Needs air conditioning to extend rental and community use
• Does not meet accessibility standards

Governance structure changes
• As a church, not eligible for many grants 



OUR COMMUNITY VIEWS

Consultation with congregation, tenants, neighborhood, arts, community groups and 
local councillors over the past three years

KEY FINDINGS

• Value TSP’s vitality, passion and mission
• Retain building and evolve as nearby development increases
• Grow into an inclusive and welcoming community hub
• Reimagine TSP and find new means of support
• Keep its three pillars: Faith, Justice and the Arts



TRINITY-ST.PAUL’S RESPONSE

•  Explore the creation of a non-profit / charitable foundation responsible for  
 overall management of the facility

•  The new organization would enhance the church’s ability to raise funds and  
 engage more fully with the broader community

•  New congregation plan focused on growing a dynamic, vibrant, faith-based  
 congregation and expanding community hub presence

At 2023 Annual Meeting, congregation committed to:



THE FIRST STEPS TOWARDS A NEW FUTURE

•  Creation of a non-profit corporation / charitable foundation to assume 
 responsibility for state of good repair, capital improvements and future uses

•  Feasibility study and legal work to make vision a reality

•  Outreach to congregation, tenants, neighborhood associations and funders



QUESTIONS?     SUGGESTIONS?

Jim Lewis
tspjimlewis@gmail.com

647-997-1248

For more information

John McGrath
john@mcgrathgrp.com

416-998-6570



Making	best	use	of	available	road	allowance	by	adding	a	1.4	m	treed	boulevard	
	
Goals:	without	reducing	roadway	use,	or	changing	any	other	elements	(sidewalks,	yards)	
		
Within	City-approved	roadway	design	standards	to:	
	
•  Enhance	pedestrian	experience	in	the	neighbourhood	
•  Provide	additional	tree	canopy	to	improve	ecological	performance	including	shading,	reducing	

heat	island,	stormwater	retention,	&	carbon	capture.	
•  Slows	traffic	by	narrowing	lanes		
•  Create	potential	Electric	Vehicle	charging	stations	on	the	boulevard	
•  Creates	space	for	bins	and	snow	storage	

	
	
	

HVRA Boulevards Pilot Proposal   



The proposal: 
Markham	Street	(looking	south	from	Ulster)	has	1	m	boulevards.	

Seeing	how	a	treed	boulevard	might	look,	we	explored	whether	we	in	HVRA	might	have	the	space	to	accommodate	
Hundreds	of	new	trees	without	damaging	traffic	flow	or	pedestrian	use	



City standards: Kensington Market Redesign 

The	Kensington	Proposal	has	6m	for	a	traffic	lane	and	parking.		City	standards	only	require	5m.	



HVRA candidate road widths	



		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		

		 CURRENT	Cross-Section:	7.4M	Road	 		

		 Sidewalk	 Sidewalk	 		

		 Front	Yard	Unchanged	 Unchanged	 		 Parking		 Unchanged	 Front	Yard	Unchanged	 		

		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 Unchanged	 		 		 		 		

		 		

		 <-----------------------5.4M--------------------------------->	 <--2M------> 		

		 		 		 		 <----------------------	 Typically	7.3/7.4	M	------------------------------------->	 		 		 Not	to	scale	 		

		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		

		 OPTION	1	Cross-Section:	Narrow	Road	by	1.4M	to	6M	 		

		 New	 		

		 Sidewalk	 Boulevard	 Sidewalk	 		

		 Front	Yard	Unchanged	 Unchanged	 Parking		 &	Trees	 Unchanged	 Front	Yard	Unchanged	 		

		 		 		 		 		 		 		 Unchanged	 		 		 		 		 		 		

		 		

		 <-----------4M--  -----------> <--2M--------> <--1.4M-----> 		

		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 Not	to	scale	 		

Cross-Sections 



Next steps 

City	process:	Transportation	
	

	--Feasibility	
	--Community	Consultation	
	--Adoption	

Councillor	support	



Motion	that:		
Councillor	Saxe,	Ward	11,	advance	the	HVRA	Boulevards	pilot	proposal	for	new	boulevards/
trees	in	Harbord	Village.		
In	keeping	within	City	lane	standards,	this	proposal	reclaims	1.4	m	of	the	road	allowance,	
leaving	all	other	elements	of	the	streetscape	unchanged.		
The	ecological	advantage	is	clear	in	new	trees,	carbon	capture,	decreased	heat	island,	
stormwater	abatement,	and	improved	public/pedestrian	realm	to	store	bins	and	snow,	and	
provide	access	for	on-street	Electric	Vehicle	charging	capacity	for	residents	who	are	seeking	to	
reduce	their	carbon	footprint	by	purchasing	electric	vehicles.	

HVRA Motion	
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October 6, 2019 (February 7, 2023 Update) 

HVRA: How to Get More Shade Trees, have Safer Streets, and Battle 
Climate Change 

Background Notes 
 
While examining the quickest yield to improve our tree canopy, we identified an 
opportunity to make material progress on several significant City policy initiatives 
at the same time: the urban forest 40% canopy target, Vision Zero / traffic 
calming, storm water management, and the Climate Change Action Plan, 
and Public Health. 
 
PROPOSAL 
We propose the establishment of boulevards throughout Harbord Village 
on one or both sides of our streets (to a practicable depth). Markham Street 
is a one-way Street located 1 block west of HV. A 2019 and 1924 photos are on 
page 4. This century old model still works; it’s 7.3m wide with 1m boulevards on 
both east and west sided.  New City designs for Gladstone and Kensington 
Market have 3M traffic lanes and 2M parking spots leaving lots of room for 
boulevards on our 7.3-7.4M residential streets.  
 
ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE: 
HVRA has struggled with the loss of 28.7% of its trees in the last decade, 67% 
on City property; we know because we have two detailed tree inventories done 
with the help and analysis of U of T Forestry.  HVRA is determined to be an 
overachiever and support the City target of 40% shade coverage.  This also 
directly supports the City's Climate Change Action Plan.  And the positive impact 
on storm water management (less pavement more green) is obvious. With many 
kilometres of streets in HVRA, 1,000 new boulevard trees on City property alone 
in Harbord Village (HV) is a very achievable first target!  This proposal is in 
keeping with our Green Plan and past projects.  For example, about 15 years 
ago, the HVRA vision for the reconstruction of College Street achieved the 
planting of almost 100 new trees and wider sidewalks between Bathurst and 
Spadina. 
 
(Update) CLIMATE CHANGE / NET ZERO 
Boulevards: 

• Provides for planting hundreds of new trees; 
• Trees produce shade reducing air conditioning needs and provides carbon 

capture; 
• Uncovers pavement and allows exposed earth to assist is storm water 

management; 
• Reduces heat island impacts;  
• Provides infrastructure for installation of EV Charging Stations; the City is 

experiences problems installing EV Charging Stations on residential 
streets  https://www.thestar.com/news/city_hall/2023/02/01/not-in-my-
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parking-space-electric-cars-are-the-citys-future-but-this-toronto-street-
rejected-on-street-chargers.html 

 
VISION ZERO: 
We are equally determined to support the City's Vision Zero goals through traffic 
calming and management.  HVRA's traffic study (2018) demonstrated increasing 
need for traffic calming measures as we endure drivers who do not stop at stop 
signs or crosswalks, drive against one-way flows, and drive at excessive speed 
etc.  Traffic signs seem not to matter. Infrastructure is a proven method to calm 
traffic. 
 
Boulevards: 

• Produce narrower streets and slow traffic; 
• Incent drivers not to drive against a one-way street; 
• Trees create pedestrian separation and barrier to traffic;  
• Makes room for slow cleared from sidewalks or roads thus keeping 

sidewalks clearer. 
 
IS THERE SPACE? 
Yes. Robert Street, our narrowest street, operates at about 6.40 to 6.45m while 
almost all other streets in Harbord Village are 1.0 wider or more. A quick 
literature search shows traffic experts, including the City of Ottawa, seeking to 
narrow minor roadways to 3 m. lanes and to plant trees because taken together, 
both will reduce speed and the risk of serious pedestrian casualties. So there’s 
lots of room for boulevards on one or both sides of our streets. 
 
To demonstrate how spacious our residential streets are, a City Staff Report on 
Barton Avenue showed that with 7.3m it can hold 2 lanes of traffic and parking 
between Bathurst to Christie.  This means our 7.3/7.4m streets can easily host 
one lane of traffic and parking and one or two boulevards (depending on depth).  
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2011/te/bgrd/backgroundfile-36195.pdf 
 
(Update)  The City has proposed 6m wide roads in Kensington Market (including 
parking).  This design shown on page 5 below. It narrows existing roads and 
expands sidewalks. 
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/8e7c-Kensington-Safe-
Streets-Phase-2-Public-Consultation-Report-August-2022.pdf 
(Update) City designs for Gladstone provide for 3M travel lanes & 2M parking. 
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-
consultations/infrastructure-projects/peel-avenue-and-gladstone-avenue-road-
reconstruction/ 
 
Harbord Village Statistics 
 
Geography: 

• North (Bloor) / South College distance is 1.0km 
• East (Spadina) / West (Bathurst) = 0.625 km 
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Our Residential Streets Cumulatively Run 5.945 km (excl. Harbord & arterial 
roads) 
 
5 Streets run North/South for approximately 4.765km.  
 
Lippincott 
.765km 

Borden 1.0km Brunswick 
1.0km 

Major 1.0km Robert 1.0km 

6.85 s of Bloor 
6.76 n of 
Lennox 
6.70 s of 
Harbord  
6.80 n of 
Ulster  
7.45 s of 
Ulster 
7.40 s of 
V’koughnet  
7.40 n of 
College 
 

7.40 s of Bloor 
7.40 n of 
Sussex  
7.30 n of 
Harbord 
7.35 s of 
Harbord  
7.35 n of 
Ulster  
7.35 s of 
Ulster 
7.35 s of 
V’koughnet  
7.40 n of 
College 

7.35 s of Bloor 
7.30 n of 
Sussex 
7.30 n of 
Harbord 
7.35 n of 
Ulster 
7.35 s of 
Harbord  
7.40 s of 
Ulster* 
10.4 n of 
College 

7.35 s of Bloor 
7.30 n of 
Sussex  
7.30 n of 
Harbord 
7.24 at Ulster 

6.40 s of Bloor 
6.45 n of 
Sussex 
6.45 s of 
Russel 
6.40 n of 
Harbord 
6.45 s of 
Harbord  
6.45 Opposite 
Lord                          
Landsdown 

     
 
6 Streets run East/West for approximately 1.18km.  
 Lennox 7.35m wide w of Borden & 9.8m w of Lippincott; runs 0.090km 
Sussex 7.35m wide, runs 0. 400km 
Willcocks 7.3m wide, runs 0.125km  
Russel 7.3m wide, runs 0.060km 
Ulster 7.45m wide, runs 0.400km  
Vankoughnet 7.45m wide, runs .0105km 
 
Our Laneways:   
North/South lanes vary in width from 2.8m to 5.5m. East/West lanes feeding 
main lanes average 3.0m. It is worth noting that virtually all our lanes 
accommodate two-way traffic and Sussex Mews & Croft had traffic going so fast 
we asked for speed bumps. 
 
Lane Widths 
Loretto n. 
4.5m 

Croft French James TSP 
Hockin 

Sussex 
Mews 

4.5 m. 4.87 m. 5.5 m. 4.2 m. 2.7 m. 4.9 m. 
HARBORD 

Hale s. Croft Jackson Boys Laki Sussex 
3.5 m. 5.3 m. 4.4 m. 3.07 m. 2.9 m. 5.5 m. 
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2019 Markham Street Looking South from Ulster 
  

  
 
 
 
1924 Markham Street 
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City Design Proposal for Augusta in Kensington Market 

 

 

 



 
To Chair and Councillors on TEYCC subcommittee on Metrolinx  March 19, 2023. 
Re: item TM 1.2. 
 
Dear Councillors: 
 
 Harbord Village Residents’ Association welcomes the prospect this committee may be 
able to insert the wishes of the City and the concerns of its residents into planning for the 
Ontario Line. We share the sense of emergency arising from what has already been done by 
Metrolinx and the manner in which it has been done, but there is a bigger picture we cannot 
afford to lose sight of. 
 
 We represent members in the section of the Downtown on the western flank of the St. 
George campus, between Bloor and College and Spadina and Bathurst.  We participated over 
many years in the TOCore process and took faithful part in the deliberations on greenspace, 
particularly University Park. This is the single most inspiring addition to Toronto greenspace In a 
tower city that is pressed for public realm space, pedestrian comfort and sustainable 
infrastructure. It stands to establish an 8.9 acre (3.6 hectare) green thread from Queen to 
Hoskins. University Park was given a green light at Council in July 20221. It was called “a historic 
project” by then Mayor Tory and staff was directed to begin the analysis of below-grade 
infrastructure starting south from College Street and report back to Executive Committee in 
2023. While such progress is welcome, it does not address the potential challenge posed by the 
surface design at Osgoode.  
 
 Remember the Metrolinx station and University Park share exactly the same space at 
University and Queen. 
 
 Under normal circumstances, it would be reasonable for a project developer and the 
City to work together toward designing that shared public space. We are not optimistic that this 
will happen without the intervention of this subcommittee. Your subcommittee work must 
ensure before Metrolinx announces its detailed designs, the City itself has mature plans for the 
Osgoode intersection of University Park that are founded on community consultation and 
support from residents. This urgent work may provide the key to reversing the negative impacts 
of Metrolinx's current plan for Osgoode Station. 
 

 
 



 When in conflict, figure out the end game and get there first. 
 
With thanks  
Sue Dexter 
Board Member HVRA 
 
 

1 Executive Committee report: July, 2023. See p. 14-17 
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2022/ex/bgrd/backgroundfile-228092.pdf 
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