
Harbord Village Residents’ Association Board Meeting 
Tuesday, Nov 19, 2013, 7p.m., Kensington Gardens 

Minutes  
 

In attendance:  Tim Grant, Gus Sinclair, Gail Misra, Graham Rempe, Sue Dexter, , Neil 
Stephenson, Christian Mueller, Carmen Gauthier,  Wendy Smith,  James Murdoch, 
Marilyn Martin, Sylvia Poretta, Carolee Orme, Margaret Procter, Eva Janecek 
 
Regrets:  Jane Perdue, Mark Treleaven, Steve Klein 
  
1. Chair’s welcome extended to all, especially the three new Board members.   
 
2. Approval of agenda  
    Moved by Gail, seconded by Gus – approved  
 
3. Approval of the Minutes from the Oct.15,  AGM meeting  
    Moved by James and seconded by Carmen – approved   
 
4. Discussion items  

a. The election process at HVRA Annual General Meetings 
Wendy raised the question regarding the election process of area representatives. 
Tim acknowledged an error had been made in the process at the AGM and 
apologized. Gus offered to write out a procedure that will help the chair in conducting 
the meeting. 

            
b. Request by Harbourfront Community Association (HCA) and YQNA  
 to endorse  NoJetsTO campaign. 

 
In advance of the meeting, Tim circulated letters by email from the Harbourfront 
Community Association and the York Quay Neighbourhood Association asking for 
our support in opposing the expansion of the island airport. They also asked HVRA to 
consider endorsing the NOJetsTO campaign to ban jets at the island airport.  
 
In summary, the associations and the campaign are asking Toronto City Council to 
reject the proposal because industrial use of this land is in conflict with all other 
intended and desired uses of the waterfront. The benefits and risks of air traffic at the 
island airport and more specifically an increase in air traffic were debated by the 
group. It was stated that by supporting NOJetsTO's campaign HVRA is not 
suggesting that status quo be changed. 
 
Moved by Sue, seconded by Christian that HVRA endorse NOJetsTO's campaign by 
writing a letter to the City Council. Two members abstained; Carried. Tim agreed to 
write the letter. 

  
 
 



 
5. Reports  

a. Treasurer – Carmen reported that oral history project has now spent $13.000 out 
of their $18.000 budget. Membership dues reached $3,370. Overall the HVRA 
financial state is very healthy. Budget will be prepared in the near future. 
 

b. Membership –Gail reported that there are 98 paid members, 10 new members 
and 1 student. 

 
c. Community liaison – Gus – no report  
 
d. Zoning - Sue briefly summarized for the new members the concerns HVRA has 

with respect to 245 College St. Then she informed the group that the OMB 
proceedings started and that the associations involved in this case are working 
well together. 

 
e. Communications – In Mark’s absence Tim reported that the format of the 

newsletter has been redesigned. 
 

f. Website – Wendy reported that this is a very busy time and many new items have 
been put up including the launch of the oral history project. Ten of the eighty 
interviews are now on the website and two to 3 minute long audio clips, which are 
organized by themes, have been posted as well. Wendy encouraged members to 
peruse the site and to listen to the story posts. 

  
g. U of T liaison – Sue reported that another student residence is planned at 

Spadina and Sussex. A public meeting will be held on Dec. 4th.  
 

h. Heritage – Sue reported that she is aware that a number of districts were 
approved which means that we will need to be prepared to start working on our 
area. 

 
i. History – Christian reported that the project is now on the web as reported by 

Wendy. The opening date for the exhibits at the MNJCC is Nov 21. The exhibits 
can be viewed until Dec 15, 2013. 

 
j. Clean ups - Neil reported that the next Litter & Glitter will be Nov 23 and everything 

is set in place. The registration and start-up process have been streamlined to 
minimize a bottle-neck in the registration area. There are 66 sponsors contributing 
28 prizes for a total value of more than $5,000. Twenty five restaurants will supply 
food for the event. Annex Residents’ Association is contributing 50% to the 
expenses. Neil expects a $600-700 surplus. 

 
k. Neighbourhood disruption – Tim - no report   

 
l. Laneway naming – Gus reported that there will be 2 more unveilings in the spring. 



 
m. Flowerpots – Marilyn reported that they had enough funds to add 2 more pots but 

were able to get only one. She described creative ways to stretch the available 
funds such as gathering branches and spraying them with silver paint. She trims a 
friend’s cedar hedge and saves branches, etc. Marilyn’s descriptions were so 
interesting that she was asked to write an article for the Newsletter. 

 
n. Report on Central Tech field bubble –Neil reported that about 40 people attended 

the meeting at Central Tech today. Preliminary tests that were done showed ash, 
cinder, brick, PAH and heavy metals in the bore-hole samples. The samples were 
taken from depths of 9 to 12 inches to 10ft. Further geotechnical tests will be done 
and results are expected in a few weeks. Another meeting is set for Dec 17th. The 
field is closed until it is determined that there is no risk to users. 

 
6. Chair’s report – Tim- no report  
 
Adjournment at 8:10pm ; everyone was invited to Volunteers Appreciation Night  at 
133 Major Street, home of Gus Sinclair and Mary Newberry. The current board 
members will be joined there both by former board members and many of the 
volunteers that have contributed greatly to HVRA’s many activities over the past year.  
 
 
      


