
HARBORD VILLAGE RESDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

October 20, 2009 7 p.m.    
Kensington Gardens 

 
The meeting was called to order at about 7:10 pm by Chair Gus Sinclair, who welcomed all to the meeting. 
Approximately 70 residents were in attendance. 
 
 
Area Caucuses:  The meeting broke into Area caucuses for discussion of local issues. The following was 
reported back to the entire group: 
 
 
1. Drivers going the wrong way on one-way streets continue to be a problem.  The police have ticketed some 
people, but it continues regardless. 
  
2. Laneways were a source of some concern.  The laneway parallel to Bloor Street is in terrible condition, 
and seems to be a magnet for trash.  Many of the lanes need repair, with sunken sewer grates and big 
potholes.  The trucks in the laneway behind the new Sobeys tend to plug up the traffic flow in that laneway if 
they done park over to the side. 
  
3. The Sally Bird parkette on Brunswick is often occupied by Central Tech students to the exclusion of 
others. David and Kathy Wurfel have tried to get the Parks department to install a fence on the west 
(laneway) side of the park to discourage the students.  They feel that we need more law enforcement in the 
park on school days.  It has just been announced that there has been an Federal Infrastructure grant for 
upgrading that park, and there will be a design meeting coming up in November, so that is good news. 
 
4. The noise etc. from the bars seems to be better than it was. 
 There has been a proposal to change the parking on Brunswick from Bloor to Sussex to residents only to 
deter the bar people from parking. 
 Adequate police presence in the area - particularly during the school day around Central Tech and at bar 
closing time.  Andrew Kilgour of the Bloor/Annex BIA continues to encourage them to patrol the area. 
  
5.  Residents on Brunswick north of Harbord are concerned about drivers accelerating to catch the stop light 
at Harbord and driving too fast. Would speed bumps help? 
  
6.  Andrew noted that there was a rash of dumpster diving in the trash bins behind Sobeys.  He encouraged 
them to destroy the discarded food before throwing it out and that seems to have helped.   
 The litter in the lanes continues, perhaps not quite as bad as before.  Central Technical School has a new 
principal, and it was suggested we contact her and ask her to help with that. 
  
7.  There was some discussion of the aging trees in the neighbourhood and not getting adequate service 
from the City Forestry department. 
 
 
 
HVRA Business  
 
1. Mintues of 2008 AGM 
 
Copies of the minutes of the October 2008 AGM were made available  
 
Gus explained that AGM minutes are reviewed for accuracy by the Board members within a couple of 
months of the meeting. 
   
2. Treasurer’s Report  Leslie Thompson 
 
HVRA’s finances are in good shape. The revenues were up since the last year; membership revenues 
remained about the same.  



   

Spending is project oriented. The main projects now are Treeing the City, HERO and The Herritage Project. 
Sue Dexter moved to adopt the Treasures’ report. Seconded by Susan Smith.    Carried 
 
Gus acknowledged with sadness the loss of Dick Nelus and Douglas Campbell. They will be missed in the 
community. 
 
 
3. Committee Reports 
 
Pumpkin Festival   Tim Grant 
On Nov 1st from 3:30 people can bring their carved pumpkins that will be displayed along  Harbord St.  They 
will be lit and maintained by volunteers. Last year there were 380 pumpkins. 
Ms Emma’s will be the site of the Silent auction, display of art by local artists and musicians; hot apple cider 
will be served 
 
 
University of Toronto  Sue Dexter 
Philosopher’s Walk vegetation is still being affected by air-conditioning system installed when the Crystal at 
ROM was build.  
 
HERO Project   David Booz 
Atlas Care was selected as the company to provide furnaces to residents involved in the HERO project; 
residents who did not have their energy audit done yet were encouraged to do so 
 
 
Treeing the City   Tim Grant 
Tim reported that as part of the project, over 100 trees were planted in private properties and about 25 trees 
in public areas.  Committee will continue to be involved in educational activities, planning of tree-watering as 
the City doesn’t do it and will plan workshops on tree care 
 
 
Anti-Graffiti    Colin Furness 
Colin reported that efforts put in painting over graffiti are useful and do eventually discourage new ones from 
occurring. He acknowledged that it requires persistence but it is worth it in the end.  
 
Collin invited people from the community to contact him if they would like their graffiti painted over. 
 
Fall Fair    Gus Sinclair  
Gus reported that the first Fall Fair was held in 1994 and noted that is a very special event in the community. 
 
Fire Brochure    Gus Sinclair 
“Thanks” were expressed to Colin Furness for a great job done. 
 
Heritage Conservation 
The Robert Street HCD report is now complete and is in the process of being approved by Heritage 
Preservation Committee and later by City Council 
 
Communications    
No report 
 
Farmers Market   Gus Sinclair 
Gus reported on the great success of the Market; it will continue next year  
 
 
4. New Board Elections  
Constitutional & Nominations Committee consisted of Susan Pfeiffer, Celia Denov, Margaret Smith, David 
Wurfel & Kathy Wurfel as convener;   Celia Denov took the Chair    
 

       Slate of officers presented for 2009-2010 term 
  Chair:    Tim Grant 



   

   Secretary:   Eva Janecek 
   Treasurer:   Leslie Thompson 
   Membership Secretary: Katrina McHugh 

   Communications Director: Richard Gilbert  
   Past President   Rory ‘Gus” Sinclair 
 
Since there were no nominations from the floor for the above positions, the new Officers of the Board were  
elected by acclamation. 
 
5. Creation of Specialist Board Position for University of Toronto  
 Gus re-assumed the direction of the meeting 
It was the will of the meeting that Position of Uof T Liason be extended for another year 
Tim Grant nominated Sue Dexter for Uof T liason position.  Sue accepted. 
It was moved by Richard Gilbert and seconded by Eva Janecek-Rucker. Carried 
 
Newly appointed area representatives were: 
 

Wendy Smith  (SC); Gail Misra (NW); Debby Black (SE); Angie Andreoli (SE).     
 
6.  The Slate for the Constitution & Nomination Committee  
David and Kathy Wurfel are to retire; Margaret Beare and Samiha Sayed , both former Board members have 
agreed to serve. 
 
7. Community Builder Award  
 
Gus announced that David and Kathy Wurfel were this years recipients-- both for their long term contributions 
to the community. 
 
 Tim Grant called on Gus to present him with a gift of appreciation for Gus’ extraordinary service to HVRA as 
our president for so many years.” 
 
8. Councilor Vaughan – State of the Union and Q and A  
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm 
 
 
 

   
   

   


