
HARBORD VILLAGE RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, October 17, 2012, 7 p.m.    
Kensington Gardens 

 
The meeting was called to order at about 7:05 pm by Chair Tim Grant, who welcomed all to the meeting, 
especially Councilor Adam Vaughan, the City Chief Planner Jennifer Keesmaat and the representatives of 
neighboring residents associations, namely David Harrison of Annex Residents Association (ARA), Julie  
Mathien of Huron-Sussex Residents Organization, Allan Powell of the Palmerston Residents Association, 
along with representatives of the Grange Community Association and the Seaton Village Residents’ 
Association.  Approximately 90 residents were in attendance. 
 
Area Caucuses:  The meeting broke into area caucuses for discussion of local issues. The following 
concerns were reported back to the entire group: 
 
North-East      Eddie Boudreau  
 

1) Continuing issues with the Brunswick House – noise, garbage, etc. 
2) Laneway between Brunswick and Major streets continues to be full of garbage and feels unsafe 
3) Rumors of UofT’s  plans to build on top of UTS 
4) Car vandalism and break-ins 
5) Relationship with UofT 
6) Graffiti 

 
 

South-East                                        Angie Andreoli 
1) By-law enforcement:  

a/ noise-some improvements but still a problem 
b/ graffiti 
c/ trees-protection of trees during construction; especially heritage trees 
d/ traffic going the wrong way on Major St. N of Ulster 

2) Scope of UofT developments 
3) Tennis court at Lord Landsdowne school – there is no longer public access 

 
 
South-Central     Wendy Smith 
 

 
1)  Illegal construction in the neighbourhood. Contractors and architects should be liable for illegal 

construction. Neighbours must report these matters to the city, as it is unlikely city inspectors will 
discover illegal construction projects on their own. 

2)   The invasive species "Tree of Heaven" aka the STINK TREE should be removed from gardens at 
first sight. 

3)   Garbage collection service now provided by independent contractors is very noisy and less careful 
about returning bins to the proper homes but they are courteous and usually careful about not 
blocking wheelchair ramps. 

4)   Homeless people living in the laneways. We were advised the best thing to do when worried about 
someone was to call 311 or St. Stephens Church. 

 
 
North-West      Christian Mueller 
 

1)   Traffic going the wrong direction on one-way streets  
2)   Noise from the Brunswick House and Annex Live  
3)   Garbage outside the Brunswick House and Tranzac Club  
4)   Can't we get some better coffee at our AGM? 

 
An issue that hasn't been heard as often is concern about the frightening roar of jet planes and sonic booms 
emanating from the CNE Air Show and the apparent danger posed by these aircraft flying low over 
residential neighbourhoods. 
 



   

 
South-West     Jane Purdue 
 

1)   Ongoing tagging and graffiti on Croft Lane garages.  
2)   Ongoing problems and concerns with the noisy pubs and bars along College, near Bathurst, and the   

continuous problems with over serving and late night rowdy behavior 
3)   Illegal dumping of garbage on Crawford laneway 

     
HVRA Business  
 
1. Minutes of 2011 AGM 
 
Copies of the minutes of the October 2011 AGM were made available and have been posted on the HVRA 
web site. The minutes were reviewed for accuracy by the Board members within a couple of months of the 
2011 AGM meeting. 
   
2. Treasurer’s Report  Carmen Gauthier 
 
HVRA’s finances are in good shape. There has been an increase in membership and donations. 
Copies of HVRA Financial Statement (FS) were made available at the meeting. Carmen pointed out that as 
per the decision at the last AGM, the fiscal year now follows the calendar year. Thus this FS reflects activities 
from January to the middle of October 2012. Carmen also pointed out that the FS has been divided into two 
sections: main account and project accounts. It allows for a better understanding of revenue and 
expenditures in the different areas. The HVRA had previously operated without a budget but a sub-
committee has been struck and members will prepare a budget and present it to the Board for approval. 
 
3. Committee/Activities Reports 
 
Due to the fact that the agenda is very full, the Chair invited the members to read updates on Heritage, Fall 
Fair, Farmers Market and the Laneway naming project in the fall issue of the HVRA Newsletter. 
 
History Project    Richard Gilbert 
Richard praised Eleanor Levine’s excellent efforts and results in accomplishing 47 interviews with residents 
who lived in the area between 1930 and 1957. The aim is to have 100 interviews. Richard asked attendees  
to refer potential interviewees to him, Eleanor or Tim. Richard also noted that the History committee is 
expecting the results of a Trillium grant application for help in covering the costs of interview transcription. 
Regardless of the results, the History project will continue.    
 
Pumpkin Festival   Tim Grant 
On Nov 1st after 3:30pm, people can bring their carved pumpkins to be displayed along Harbord St.  They will 
be lit and maintained by volunteers. Hot apple cider will be served at a tent. 
 
Fall Clean-up    Neil Stephenson 
The clean-up will start at Bloor Cinema in the morning of Nov. 24th. Neil reported that his suggestion of a 
competition between HVRA and ARA as a community-building experiment was received with enthusiasm by 
the members of ARA Board. This year there are even more prizes to be won and Creemore Springs beer will 
be served after the clean-up.  
 
4. New Board Elections  
 
Constitutional & Nominations Committee consisted Susan Pfeiffer, Margaret Smith, Margaret Beare, Samiha 
Sayed – Celia Denov,  Convenor.  Celia took the Chair to propose a slate of officers for election.  
 

        Slate of officers presented for 2012-2013 term 
  Chair:    Tim Grant 

   Secretary:    Eva Janecek 
   Trea surer:   Carmen Gauthier 
   Membership Secretary:  Gail Misra 

   Comm unications Director: Mark Treleaven, 
   Past President   Rory ‘Gus” Sinclair ex officio  



   

 
Since there were no nominations from the floor for the above positions, the new Officers of the Board were 
elected by acclamation. 
Moved by Susan Pfeiffer, seconded by Jeannie Hastie. Carried  
 
5.  Position for University of Toronto Liaison   
 
Sue Dexter accepted the nomination for the U of T Liaison position.  
Moved by Catherine Shaw, seconded by Wendy Smith. Carried   
 
6.  The Slate for the Constitution & Nominations Committee for 2012-2013   
   
Susan Pfeiffer, Margaret Smith, Margaret Beare, Samiya Sayed and Celia Denov, Convener 
Moved by Rory Sinclair, seconded Curt Oliver. Carried  
 
7.  Acknowledgement of Members Leaving the Board 
 
Tim announced with sadness that Richard Gilbert and Stuart Schoenfeld are stepping down from the Board 
and thanked both for their great contributions to the Board and the community.  
 
8.  Membership Fee Increase 
 
Tim noted that membership fees have been $5 for many years and he put forth a motion: 
Be it resolved that the annual regular membership fee for an individual be raised from $5 to $10. 
Seconded by Laura Bradbury. Carried 
 
 
9. Community Builder Awards  
 
Tim presented Community Builder Awards to the following recipients: 
 
Jan Muszynski, for his exceptional work in securing raffle items for the annual Fall Fair donated by local 
businesses and to recognize his actual help during the Fair. 
 
Judy Perly, the owner of The Free Times Café, for providing an environment for artists to play their music and 
for people to come together, have a good time and enjoy a great meal. Judy mentioned that over the many 
years she has been in business, there have been at least 10,000 nights of live music. 
 
Marilyn Martin for her great contributions to the community yard sale which generated over $1000 in 
donations to the Stephen Lewis Foundation and for her efforts in helping to beautify the neighborhood by 
arranging the flower pot planters along Harbord Street. 
 
Mirwais Sharin, Ansar Sharin, Edris Sharin, Shayaq Sharin, the owners of Pizza Nova for contribution of food 
to the HVRA Spring Clean-up day as well as Central Tech student clean-up day. 
 
Keynote Speaker  
Jennifer Keesmaat, Chief Planner, City of Toronto,  
Ms.Keesmaat delivered a passionate presentation of her vision of future planning for the city of Toronto. She 
acknowledged the tremendous growth in the population and development in the city and she shared with the 
residents, some of the changes at the City Planning Department such as hiring new staff and City Council 
passing the Portland project, etc.  
Ms.Keesmaat would like to change city planning from “reactive” to “vision based” which is “working toward a 
goal and having effective mechanisms for having community input”. She talked about the need to consider 
and enhance the City’s assets but to also understand the consequences brought on by change. She stressed 
the importance of connection to nature. Ms.Keesmaat also talked about the need for a different conversation 
about transportation which would include normalization of cycling as transportation means and the need for 
appropriate infrastructure.  
She concluded her presentation by talking about reaching beyond politics. 
The attendees responded with an enthusiastic applause.   
 



   

11. Councilor Adam Vaughan  
Councillor Vaughan reported that: 
 
-245 College St. proposal now stands at 24 stories and 578 beds. There is a proposal for a development at 
the Silver Dollar site on Spadina that is to be similar to 245 College St. but with even weaker ties to UofT. The 
Councilor intends to bring changes to by-laws so developments in multi-use residential buildings, such as 
these are not a legal use 
 
- Brunswick House: garbage bins were used illegally and the City has now ordered their complete removal; 
this should address the garbage problems in the area    
 
- Bar None – new bar policy and harmonized by-laws which will make it easier to regulate bars and make 
them safer in the communities 
 
- Margaret Fairley and Brunswick Parkettes: construction is about to start and they should be finished on time  
 
- Bike infrastructure meeting is planned for Nov 12th. Councillor Vaughan is asking participants to come and 
listen to what the City has to say 
 
- The City is facing an issue of 3000 condo units planned for the downtown 
 
- Casino building is planned to be even higher than the Mirvish Towers and the developers are not including 
sufficient number of parking spaces. Patrons would use parking lots of other buildings which could create 
significant spacial and social problems, including money sharking and other crimes away from the view of 
casino security. Councillor Vaughan urged the residents to voice their views to their MPPS and check out 
www.nocasinotoronto.com web site for actions. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm 

   
   

   


